What does your name say about you?

Like many people in the UK, my ancestors were asylum seekers. They chose to come to this country over three hundred years ago, long before there was a popular press to orchestrate hate campaigns or a UK Border Agency to turn people away. My family were French Protestants, ‘Huguenots’, who fled persecution in Catholic France, torture and massacres on a scale to rival recent events in Rwanda or Chechnya or Iraq. They were not welcomed with open arms. No doubt people in Somerset, where they settled, sniggered at their accent when they tried to speak English, and local craftsmen (the men of the family were all carpenters and cabinet makers) resented competition from these Johnny-come-latelys who were so desperate for work that they were willing to undercut the local tradesmen. But within a few years their sons and daughters had met and married local sweethearts, their grandchildren spoke with a broad Somerset burr - and the family name ‘Indre’ from the province in France from which they had come, had been anglicised to ‘Inder’. Well, that’s the story …

*****

It is very difficult to be certain of the origins of any surname and spellings and pronunciations change over time – but these are a few examples. Many more names could be added to each category.

Viking names

Surnames did not come into general usage in Britain until after the Norman Conquest though some people do have names that date back to the Vikings, derived from Scandinavian personal names or the names of the places the Vikings settled.

Aldis, Allgood, Clarkson, Gamble, Hanks, Hastings, Hodges, Hodgeson, Holmes, Grimshaw, Osborne, Postlethwaite (or any name ending in –thwaite), Trigg, Wragg

French names from the time of the Conquest

Baldwin, Bartlett, Beauchamp, Beauclerk, Bennett, Carpenter, Challis, Clare, Clifford, Clinton, Courtenay, Daltry, Dancey, Dangerfield, Ferrers, Fitzgerald (and any other surnames with the prefix ‘Fitz’), Howard, Hughes, Mandeville, Manners, Martin, Menzies, Mortimer, Percy, Pinkney, Reynolds, Sackville, Scotney, Seymour, Simpson, Spencer, Stafford, St John, Vere, Vernon, Villiers

Huguenot names

The Huguenots were French Protestants who settled in England between the 16th and 18th centuries.

Adrian, Armand, Barrett, Bernard, Bonney, Bosanquet, Bouvery, Boyer, Berger, Bulteel, Courtauld, Crippen, De Lisle, Dumas,, Emery, Ferry, Germaine, Godfrey, Hague, Hugo, Jacob, Jordan, Mercier, Ney, Olivier, Perrier, Portal, Roberts, Robins, Romilly, Terreblanche, Tyzack, Violet, Waterlow

European immigrant names

In the 16th and 17th century Britain became a haven for Protestants fleeing persecution in many Catholic countries – and for others who had fallen foul of the law in their home countries. The following names are some of those that appear in the Acts of Nationalisation (with the country of origin as listed).

Brabantine

Brewer, Horne, Rumbold

Breton

Amber, Ashe, Brommell, Creeke, Griffith, Hamlyn, Harley, Pease

Dutch

Clutterbuck

Flemish

Beeston, Cornelius, Dymock, Fleming, Stocker

French

Bachelor, Bawdry, Boyes, Cole, Darby, Durrant, Favell, Gibb, Gurney, Hackett, Harden, Hewitt, Lavender, Loyall, Manton, Manyon, Morrell, Pallett, Parmenter, Robie, Sage,, Savage, Sellecks, Strete, Tolmer, Verell

Gelderland

Buckell, Freshfield, Harman, Pape

Germany and the Low Countries

Barnes, Beech, Belman, Bowman, Bucket, Fabian, Filde, Fulmer, Hodson, Knape, Mallett, Neve, Nutt, Pounce, Purse, Rawley, Rosendale, Ryland, Seman, Standard, Unkles, Wesell

Greece

Belle, Benet, Bye

Holland

Adrian, Cake, Coppinger, Crosse, Fulmer, Garrard, Garrison, Hatfield, Pepper, Pole, Water

Italy

Barone, Bellin, Cottye, Capon, Doffey, Morando

Normandy

Ably, Barber, Bartram, Bellinger, Blanchett, Bowker, Cliffe, Coburn, Coffyne, Combe, Courte, Dagwell, Dorlande, Drew, Ellis, Ellyott, Ely, Ferys, Frye, Gayne, Goolds, Goslynge, Gosse, Grosse, Harwell, Hayes, Hewland, Heydon, Holland, Keyne, Mansfelde, Noble, Provoste, Rawdon, Raynes, Rowse, Spurre, Stacy, Staffe, Tollett, Valet, Wheate

Picardy

Allarde, Blunte, Carowe, Dowse, Kene, Layne, Maister, Nevell, Pullett

Portugal

Brothow, Vaiz

Prussia

Cheritree, Clinke, Cocke, Crayne, Cristecupp, Cupper, Dau, Fyssher, Huberd, Kenton, Kytson, Lawe, Meadman, Ryder, Saltpetre, Tillman, Tucker

Spain

Some of these probably came from sailors who were captured at sea or shipwrecked off our coast.

Ackerman, Apple, Archer, Bateman, Batter, Benson, Best, Brickstone, Busse, Calvert, Cawell, Corbell, Dodd, fenton, Forman, Garcia, Lomas, Machin, Marston, Maye, Moss, Mullett, Paton, Pettye, Porter, Pereira, Sales, Sandford, Sergeant, Witte 

Jewish names

Many Jewish families settled in England, particularly in the late 19th- early 20th centuries because of the pogroms in Eastern Europe.

Aaronson, Abramsky, Bergman, Bernstein, Bloom, Blumenfeld, De Castro, Cohen,, Disraeli, Dreyfus, Goldberg, Gombrich, Greenberg, Hart, Horowitz, Jacobi, Kauffman, Klein, Levin, Lieberman, Malkin, Neuberger, Rappaport, Reiss, Rosenbaum, Rothschild, Rubenstein, Sacks, Shapiro, Springer, Ullman, Weidenfeld, Wolfson, Zuckerman

Irish names

Many Irish families have settled in Britain over the years.

Barry, Bell, Brady, Brennan, Brown, Burns, Burke, Byrne, Casey, Carroll, Coles, Connolley, Cunningham, Daly, Doyle, Duffy, Dunne, Flynn, Foley, Gallagher, Hayes, Healey, Kane, Kavanagh, Keane, Kenny, Kelly, Lynch, Maguire, McCarthy, Murphy, Murray, Nolan, O’Connor (and anything else beginning with O’) Quinn, Regan, Rice, Ryan, Sullivan, Walsh, Ward, Wilson  

