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Minutes of meeting
of the Support Group

1st November 2010
at the Friends Meeting House

Present:  John Russell (Chair), Rachel Carmichael, Reni Chapman, Chris Poole, Bill Myers, Elisabeth Johnson, Helen Moore, Sally Ruane, Duncan Campbell, Albert Mosley

A Welcome was given to Chris Poole from Shelter.

Apologies had been received from Peter Yates, Gill Buttery, Wendy Needham and John & Betty Kirkland.

1. Minutes of the meeting on 22nd September were approved.

2. Arising from the Minutes

Children in detention  There was still no evidence that the Home Office review had been published.  In a q&a session in the House of Lords, Baroness Pauline Neville-Jones (Minister for Security) said she was unable to provide a date for ending the practice but the government intended to end it as soon as possible, and was working with NGO’s to find an alternative.

The Star Scheme  Documents had been circulated to contacts on the e-mail list and hard copies would be sent out to the rest in the next few days.  Albert Mosley would find out where the presents were to be taken to, and would circulate this to all.
Demonstration by the English Defence League  There had been about 2000 demonstrators.  It was felt that the demonstration had not been as well contained as Press reports had suggested.  A group of demonstrators had broken away and were heading for Highfields.  A number of Highfields and St Matthew’s residents came out when they heard this, but the demonstrators did not reach them.  There had been some attacks on people in the city centre and some places had been broken into.  

The Prayer vigils on the previous night had been very well attended, there was a demonstration of about 700 United Against Fascism members on the day, and about 2000 people had shared in a very happy event on the following day, planned to show the strong bonds between different communities in the city.
Thanks to Pat English  Albert Mosley said that he and Sally Ruane were planning to see Pat at 9 am on Thursday Nov 18th at Church House, and any other members of the Support Group would be welcome to come along.  There would be a formal farewell to Pat on the following Wednesday, and again everyone would be welcome.

3.  Homeless Refugees   Chris Poole from Shelter had come to the meeting to explain the problems facing asylum seekers who had been given permission to stay, especially single men and women with no health problems.  Once they had been given permission to stay, the NASS support was suddenly cut off.  The asylum seekers then had only a few points for a place on the city housing list, and they had not been able to work and accumulate the lump sum needed to be able to rent private accommodation.  Some were able to stay with friends in their NASS accommodation but landlords were becoming aware of this and were turning them out.
Shelter are gathering statistics to show the City Council and the government the seriousness of this problem and would welcome any information people can provide – to be sent to chrisp@leicestershelter.org.uk

Chris illustrated the problem by telling of one man for whom someone linked with Shelter had provided accommodation for a limited period in a spare room.  At the end of this period he was awarded 150 points by the Housing Dept and qualified for a place in a hostel, after 4 weeks in the hostel this went up to 190 points.  But very few such spare rooms were available.
Rachel Carmichael said that City of Sanctuary were looking into the possibility of setting up a scheme whereby people who could offer a spare room for a limited period did so, but it was recognised that it would need a skilful administrator to supervise the scheme.

4.  City of Sanctuary   Rachel Carmichael said that funding for the project worker’s appointment would run out in April 2011, and the committee was looking for funds to be able to continue her appointment after that date.  The Group agreed to donate £100.

5. Inter-Faith Week   Rachel Carmichael also told about a Faith in Action event planned to start at 6 pm in the County Council offices on Monday November 22nd.  It was hoped that a Support Group display would be there.
6.  Reports from the Projects

Welcome Project Helen Moore report that they had been having a good supply of food from Harvest Festivals and Fare Share and were having up to 30 people coming each week.                                                                                                    

Women’s Welcome Project Elisabeth Johnson reported that they were having more than 20 

each week (sometimes 30).  This included a big group of young Chinese women, most of whom
 had children.  They were short of nappies.  Elisabeth said that people given permission to stay 
needed to be on their guard against fraudsters.

Centre Project John Russell and others said that the activities of the Freedom Club for young Afghan males had been well-publicised by the Leicester Mercury and East Midlands TV.  Alison Birch, who runs it,  is doing a splendid piece of work.   The asylum seekers are becoming very anxious to know what will happen to them when they become 18 years old.

Fare Share has been running well, with a good supply of fresh fruit which is very welcome.

There was no information about Fresh Start.


MAF

Helen Moore reported that the new management plans for ASSIST will not be decided until April/May 2011after going out to tender. In the meantime the service will continue as normal.
Because there were fewer asylum seekers in Leicester some of the rented accommodation was being returned by the housing providers to the landlords as surplus.
The Red Cross spent a lot of money on bus fares to the Loughborough Reporting Centre for those not receiving support from UKBA.  UKBA's policy allowed for travel costs for these people in exceptional circumstances (according to Refugee Action) but UKBA suggested that if there was a problem then a request should be made to Loughborough to change reporting conditions.
The figures as at October 8th were:


East Midlands 





Family



Single


Total


S 95


682



174


856


S 4


162



302


464


Total


844



476

           1320



Leicester  (comparative figures for September in brackets)


S95


254 (257)


  78 (81)

332 (338)

S 4


  54   (54)                                 145 (172)                    199 (226)   


Total 


308  (331)


 223 (253)                   531 (564)

7. Any Other Business

Rachel Carmichael reported that informal English classes had been started at The Friends Meeting House on Wednesdays 9.15 – 10.15 followed by Conversation groups 10.30 – 11.30.

Sally Ruane reported that the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese was very supportive of the City of Sanctuary project and was encouraging priests to be supportive too.

Albert Mosley reported he had attended a Zimbabwe Association meeting and was planning to discuss with the leaders of ZA if there were ways in which the Support Group could be of more help to Zimbabwean asylum seekers.

Dates of future meetings:  
Support Group 
Tues Jan 18th and Wed March 16th 2011

Steering Group  
Thurs Jan 6th 2011
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